



Sample Proposed Revision – total number of town meeting members specified in special act
An Act Relative to Representative Town Meeting in the Town of Montague

Section 1.  Chapter 398 of the Acts of 1962, as amended by Chapter 706 of the Acts of 1987, is hereby further amended by deleting sections 2 and 3 in their entirety and inserting in place thereof the following:-

Section 2.  The Town shall be divided into convenient voting precincts from time to time in accordance with the laws of the commonwealth.

Section 3. The representative town meeting membership shall in each precinct consist of the largest number divisible by three which will admit of a representation of all precincts by an equal number of members and which will not cause the total elected town meeting membership to exceed _______________. 
The registered voters in every precinct shall, at the first annual or special town election held after the establishment or revision of precincts, elect by ballot the number of registered voters in the precinct provided for in the first sentence of this section, to be town meeting members of the town.  The first third in order of votes received of members so elected shall serve three years, the second third in such order shall serve two years, and the remaining third in such order shall serve one year, from the day of the annual town election, if elected at such election, and, if elected at a special town election, shall also serve from the date of such special town election to and including the day of the next following annual town election; in the event of a tie vote affecting the division into thirds as aforesaid the members elected from the precinct shall by ballot determine the same.  Upon every revision of the precincts where the number of precincts is changed or precinct lines are redrawn, the terms of office of all town meeting members from every precinct shall cease upon the election of their successors.

Thereafter, except as is otherwise provided herein, at each annual town election the registered voters of each precinct shall, in like manner, elect one third of the number of town meeting members to which that precinct is entitled for the term of three years. The town clerk shall, after every election of town meeting members, forthwith notify each member by mail.

Section 2.  Said chapter 398 is further amended by deleting sections 5-8, 12-16, 24, and 37, and renumber all remaining sections accordingly.

Section 3.  Said chapter 298 is further amended by inserting, at the end of the first sentence of Section 18, the following: or at such later time certain as may be specified in said resignation.

Section 4.  The terms of any incumbent town meeting members holding office on the effective date of this act shall not be affected merely by passage of this act; provided, however, that such incumbents shall be subject to the provisions of said chapter 398, as amended, following any reprecincting that may be required under Section 2 of chapter 398 as amended herein.  

Section 5.  This act shall take effect upon passage.

Sample Proposed Revision – total number of town meeting members specified in special act, and “not to exceed” number of representatives per precinct
An Act Relative to Representative Town Meeting in the Town of Montague

Section 1.  Chapter 398 of the Acts of 1962, as amended by Chapter 706 of the Acts of 1987, is hereby further amended by deleting sections 2 and 3 in their entirety and inserting in place thereof the following:-

Section 2.  The Town shall be divided into convenient voting precincts from time to time in accordance with the laws of the commonwealth.

Section 3.  The membership of the representative town meeting elected in each precinct shall consist of the largest numbers divisible by three which will admit of a representation thereof in the approximate proportion which the number of inhabitants therein bears to the total number of inhabitants in the town, and which will cause the total elected membership not to exceed _____________, but which will not exceed ____________representatives per precinct.  
The registered voters in every precinct shall, at the first annual or special town election held after the establishment or revision of precincts, elect by ballot the number of registered voters in the precinct provided for in the first sentence of this section, to be town meeting members of the town.  The first third in order of votes received of members so elected shall serve three years, the second third in such order shall serve two years, and the remaining third in such order shall serve one year, from the day of the annual town election, if elected at such election, and, if elected at a special town election, shall also serve from the date of such special town election to and including the day of the next following annual town election; in the event of a tie vote affecting the division into thirds as aforesaid the members elected from the precinct shall by ballot determine the same.  Upon every revision of the precincts where the number of precincts is changed or precinct lines are redrawn, the terms of office of all town meeting members from every precinct shall cease upon the election of their successors.  The town clerk shall, after every election of town meeting members, forthwith notify each member by mail.

Section 2.  Said chapter 398 is further amended by deleting sections 5-8, 12-16, 24, and 37, and renumber all remaining sections accordingly.

Section 3.  Said chapter 298 is further amended by inserting, at the end of the first sentence of Section 18, the following: or at such later time certain as may be specified in said resignation.

Section 4.  The terms of any incumbent town meeting members holding office on the effective date of this act shall not be affected merely by passage of this act; provided, however, that such incumbents shall be subject to the provisions of said chapter 398, as amended, following any reprecincting that may be required under Section 2 of chapter 398 as amended herein.  

Section 5.  This act shall take effect upon passage.
Sample Proposed Revision – 21 town meeting members per precinct 

An Act Relative to Representative Town Meeting in the Town of Montague

Section 1.  Chapter 398 of the Acts of 1962, as amended by Chapter 706 of the Acts of 1987, is hereby further amended by deleting sections 2 and 3 in their entirety and inserting in place thereof the following:-

Section 2.  The Town shall be divided into convenient voting precincts from time to time in accordance with the laws of the commonwealth.

Section 3.  There shall be elected from each voting precinct 21 town meeting members, all of whom shall be eligible to vote at Town Meetings. town meeting members shall be elected by registered voters of each precinct for terms of three years.  Provided, however, that at the first regular Town election held after the total number of voting precincts has changed or precinct lines have been redrawn in accordance with the provisions of Section 2, the terms of all incumbent Town Meeting members shall terminate, and the seven candidates from each precinct receiving the highest number of votes shall serve for terms of three years, the next highest seven shall serve for terms of two years, and the next highest seven shall serve terms of one year.  In the event of a tie vote affecting the division into thirds as aforesaid the members elected from the precinct shall by ballot determine the same.  The town clerk shall, after every election of town meeting members, forthwith notify each member by mail.

Section 2.  Said chapter 398 is further amended by deleting sections 5-8, 12-16, 24, and 37, and renumber all remaining sections accordingly.

Section 3.  Said chapter 298 is further amended by inserting, at the end of the first sentence of Section 18, the following: or at such later time certain as may be specified in said resignation.

Section 4.  The terms of any incumbent town meeting members holding office on the effective date of this act shall not be affected merely by passage of this act; provided, however, that such incumbents shall be subject to the provisions of said chapter 398, as amended, following any reprecincting that may be required under Section 2 of chapter 398 as amended herein.  

Section 5.  This act shall take effect upon passage.
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